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Community is created at the intersection of people and places

In late May, 2nd graders from Park Elementary School in Warwick took their 
first field trip since the pandemic to explore Warwick City Park’s newest 
feature—StoryWalk, a new installation created by Warwick Public Library. 
 
Thirty colorful signs that replicate pages from a picture book line the Park’s 
walking path, inviting readers of all ages to follow along with And Here’s to 
You! by David Elliott, illustrated by Randy Cecil. 

Jana Stevenson, the library’s director, funded the aluminum signs, story 
boards, and publishing rights with a $10,000 grant from the Rhode Island 
Foundation’s Community Grants program. “It encourages children and 
families to love reading and the outdoors, while cultivating a strong sense of 
community—bringing people together after a long year apart.”
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September, 2021

Dear Friends, 

It’s been a year since the special COVID-19 edition of our twice-yearly magazine 
landed in your mailbox. We’re making progress as a community in the fight 
against the pandemic but we are far from out of the woods, and it is clear that 
COVID-19’s impact will be felt for far longer than we could’ve predicted.  

At the Foundation we’ve remained focused on COVID-19 response efforts—and 
we’ll continue to do so for as long as necessary. At the same time, we remain 
committed to providing core support to the community—striving to meet the 
needs of all Rhode Islanders—through our grant making, civic leadership, and 
fundraising efforts. 

In fact, in this issue of the magazine you won’t find many mentions of the 
pandemic. Instead, you’ll read about a donor who hopes to jump start lasting 
support for state parks, and about a handful of the community organizations 
who led the way in our efforts to count as many Rhode Islanders as possible in 
the 2020 Census. You’ll also come to understand more about the connection 
between improving community health and reforming the criminal justice 
system. There’s an inspiring update on the original six Carter Roger Williams 
Scholarship recipients, some words of wisdom from a dedicated Civic 
Leadership Fund donor, and we’ll introduce you to a dynamic mother-daughter 
team of professional advisors. 

Even as we still battle COVID-19—mourning the loss of community members 
and continuing to take prudent steps to protect each other’s health and 
wellbeing—we are pleased to be able to share these hopeful stories with you. 

Thank you for your partnership, and be well. 

All the best, 

“Trust. That’s the 
key. If there’s no 
trust, nobody is 
coming forward.”

— George Ortiz 
Founder of The Elisha Project and Rhode 
Island Census 2020 Fund grantee

7
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This is a  
beautiful state,  
and this fund will 
help keep it  
that way
A fund to support
Rhode Island’s state parks
By Jenny Pereira, vice president of grants & community investments

PULASKI  STATE PARK,  CHEPACHET,  R I

A        son’s desire to honor his father’s legacy will  
 benefit everyone who enjoys our state parks, 

beaches, and more. Charlie Milot—in honor of his 
father, Arthur Milot—provided the initial gift to this 
Fund which is designated to support Rhode Island 
State Parks.

Charlie explains, “My father would take me for 
walks around Fort Wetherill as a child and it was 
a magical place for me. Later in life, he walked 
through the park daily on his way into town and 
often stopped to look out over Newport or south to 
Block Island. When he died in 2019, we approached 
the Rhode Island Department of Environmental 
Management to place a bench in his memory at one 
of his favorite outlooks. Working with DEM, we 
realized that the budget for Fort Wetherill, and for 
Rhode Island parks in general, is inadequate for 
their maintenance and improvement. All Rhode 
Islanders, and especially those of us who live 
nearby, benefit greatly from the parks and owe 

them our support. Our family is excited to be able to 
participate, through the Rhode Island Foundation, 
in a long term project to preserve these invaluable 
open spaces for future generations.” 

Rhode Islanders agree with Charlie’s assessment 
of the parks’ value. More than 400 attendees to the 
Rhode Island Foundation-hosted Together RI events 
in 2018 concurred, citing “Rhode Island’s natural 
resources and open space” as our state’s biggest 
strength, with the coastal environment and beauty 
of the state among their reasons. 

“The beauty of Rhode Island and having access 
to the parks and beaches is really special. We 
have nine million visitors to our major parks and 
beaches each year, and the attendance rates greatly 
increased during COVID. There were days in April 
or November that looked like a July day,” states Janet 
Coit, immediate past director of DEM.

PULASKI  STATE PARK,  CHEPACHET,  R I
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The DEM Division of Parks manages more than 
8,200 acres of land, including parks, beaches, 
campgrounds, bike paths, historic sites, picnic 
areas, trails, athletic fields, dams, fishing access, 
and boat ramps. “There’s a wonderful array of 
parks from Pulaski Park in the northwest part of 
the state to Rocky Point, our newest state park. 
And part of what makes our parks special is  
that they’re free,” Janet notes, while  
acknowledging seasonal parking fees at  
some of Rhode Island’s beaches.

“Our parks are so loved and so visited, but we’re 
not taking care of them appropriately. This Fund 
provides a very meaningful way for people to 
support Rhode Island, augmenting and enhancing 
state funding,” Janet explains. Among areas 
the Fund could support are recreation and 
education, habitat and historic preservation, and 
infrastructure improvements and resilience.

“While taxpayers fund the ongoing operational and 
capital needs of our state park system, we want to 
look beyond the line items in the annual budget and 
think about what’s required to protect the long-term 
sustainability of these public places. The Fund for 
Rhode Island State Parks is an investment in our 
future,” says Frank Floor, administrator of DEM’s 
Bureau of Natural Resources and Parks.

Of the partnership with the Foundation, Janet 
states, “We’ve worked with the Rhode Island 
Foundation on conservation and environmental 
issues in the past. That focus makes this a natural 
fit. And we know people are comfortable making a 
gift to the Rhode Island Foundation, an important 
consideration as we seek to grow this Fund.”

ROCKY POINT STATE PARK,  WARWICK,  R I 1110
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Building trust,  
counting  
Rhode Islanders
 

The innovative approach behind  
the state’s 2020 census success
By Jenny Pereira, vice president of grants & community investments

“Trust. That’s the key. If 
there’s no trust, nobody is coming forward,” 
George Ortiz, founder of The Elisha Project, 
says of his organization’s successful efforts to 
encourage people to participate in the 2020 
Census. “We are a trusted part of the community. 
The people we serve listened when we explained 
why it’s important for them to participate in the 
census and the ramifications if they don’t.”

It was a sentiment expressed by many who 
worked to increase response rates in last year’s 

consequential census—especially among 
historically under-counted populations including 
families with young children, immigrants, people 
living in poverty, and people of color.

Kate Brewster, executive director of the Jonnycake 
Center for Hope, notes of her organization’s 
partnership with the Tomaquag Museum, “Our 
two organizations are a trusted source for 
indigenous residents and have connections to 
many other trusted sources and institutions in the 
area. That trust made a huge difference.”

13

“People who come to us, know us. They know 
we’re here to help people,” adds Cheryl Robinson, 
president of Turning Around Ministries.

The Elisha Project, Jonnycake Center, and 
Turning Around Ministries were three of more 
than 60 nonprofit organizations that received 
grants totaling nearly $600,000 through the 
Foundation’s Rhode Island Census 2020 Fund. 
The Rhode Island Foundation administered the 
grant program in partnership with the Complete  
Count Committee.

The Elisha Project provides food and clothing to 
residents of hard to reach areas of Providence, 
Pawtucket, and Central Falls. By training and 
mobilizing 50 census ambassadors, the Elisha 
Project shared information about the census 
at its food distribution sites and community 
markets, through home deliveries, and through an 
extensive social media campaign.

“Community building is something we do every 
day. We saw the overwhelming need to get 
everyone counted and wanted to get involved 
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with educating people and getting them signed 
up. A great way to get people to understand the 
importance of the census is to explain how it all 
trickles down (due to federal funding) to what’s on 
your plate,” George explains.

The Jonnycake Center and the Tomaquag Museum 
concentrated their efforts on increasing census 
response rates of Native American households in 
South County. They created a video which features 
Lorén Spears, executive director of the Museum, 
and Sandra Pates, a local Narragansett Indian 
Tribal member; produced Native-specific flyers; 
utilized social media; and did personal outreach.

“Whatever media tool we could find we used to get 
the community to participate in the census. There 
was definitely some resistance and misinformation. 
We had to unpack some of the misconceptions,” 
shares Kate.

Turning Around Ministries (TAM) concentrated 
its census efforts—many in collaboration with 
Community Baptist Church—on engaging residents 
of the North End and Broadway sections of Newport, 
as well as areas in Middletown. A pre-COVID movie 
night, ads in Newport This Week, workers who 
shared information at local stores, videos, a Zoom 
session in collaboration with College Unbound, and 
post cards at food and backpack giveaways were 
among TAM’s outreach efforts.

“We tried to talk with everybody and let them know 
they should participate. A lot of the people we try to 
help are the underreported and it was important that 
they got counted,” Cheryl emphasizes.

The impact that the dedicated work of these 
organizations—and many others—will have on 
Rhode Island will be felt for years to come.

KATE BREWSTER,  AND SANDRA PATES,  JONNYCAKE CENTER FOR HOPE,  PEACEDALE,  R I

CHERYL ROBINSON,  TURNING AROUND MINISTRIES,  NEWPORT,  R I 15
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Highlights of the 2020 Census for Rhode Island
 

Donors to the Rhode Island 2020 Census Fund

The state currently receives 

$3.8 billion 
in federal funding each year, 

1/3 of the state budget.

Rhode Island’s population is  
reported to have increased by nearly

43K 
residents in the past decade. 

 
(1,098,163 in 2020 Census; 1,055,247 in the 2010 Census)

Rhode Island will retain its 

2 seats 

in the House of Representatives.

Rhode Island will retain its 

Census results favorably impact the share of federal 
funding Rhode Island will receive for  

healthcare, schools, 
roads, housing, the 

environment, and other 
services and programs.  

17
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MAVIS NIMOH,  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,  CENTER FOR HEALTH AND JUSTICE TRANSFORMATION

Yes, criminal  
justice is a  
health care issue 
Campaign for a Just RI: When Justice Works
By Inés Merchán, senior grant programs officer and Ricky Bogert, grant programs officer
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On a hot sunny afternoon in June, a group of 
judges gathered in a parking lot off Elmwood 

Avenue. In front of a bus at the Rhode Island 
Public Transit Authority headquarters, this group 
of judges from various courts across the state 
unveiled a public awareness campaign called 
When Justice Works. Its purpose—to challenge 
Rhode Islanders to answer difficult questions about 
how those who are justice-involved experience 
systemic racism in our court system.

Using bus banners, digital ads inside the buses, 
and social media, When Justice Works is an 
initiative of the RI Supreme Court Committee 
on Racial and Ethnic Fairness in the Courts. 
The committee was established by Chief Justice 
Paul Suttell last year in response to the protests 
triggered by the deaths of George Floyd, Breonna 

Taylor, and others. Suttell declared at the event, 
“Our goal is to make sure that our house is in order.”

“What does a healthy community look like?” asked 
Sarah Martino, deputy director of the Center for 
Health and Justice Transformation (CHJT), who 
partnered with the judicial Committee as part 
of their Campaign for a Just RI, which has been 
funded by the Rhode Island Foundation. 

“Our criminal justice system is a symptom of an 
unhealthy citizenry,” said Mavis Nimoh, executive 
director of CHJT. “Access to education, jobs, and 
health care are all determinants of health. Yet 
60-80 percent of our prison population is illiterate, 
addicted, and/or unemployed, forcing them to make 
decisions that others would not make.”

RI  SUPREME COURT ASSOCIATE JUSTICE MELISSA LONG,  LEFT  
R I  D ISTRICT COURT ASSOCIATE JUSTICE MELISSA DUBOSE,  CENTER 
RI  FAMILY COURT ASSOCIATE JUSTICE L IA  STUHLSATZ

Looking through a public health lens, CHJT 
examines equity in criminal justice to understand 
how our justice system works—from arrest through 
adjudication, incarceration, and re-entry. By 
reframing the debate about fairness within our 
criminal justice system as a conversation about the 
health of our communities, it connects our justice 
system to other systems that have a direct bearing 
on the social determinants of health. By revealing 
those hidden connections, the Center brings 
policymakers and advocates who otherwise would 
not be included into the discussion.

Through their home at Lifespan and their 
connection to Brown University, CHJT has access 
to researchers and medical professionals who can 
provide expertise and data. But at the same time, 
the Center has strong direct-service partnerships at 

the state and community level—with organizations 
such as the Nonviolence Institute, Amos House, 
Reentry Campus/Formerly Incarcerated Union, 
DARE, and others who are key stakeholders in 
grassroots policy change. This allows the voices of 
those most impacted by the criminal justice system 
to be heard.

“I guarantee you know someone who is justice 
involved,” said Sarah Martino. “This is about my 
neighbors, my neighborhood. Most people think 
they are not in a position to do anything about this, 
but we must start thinking as a community rather 
than as a series of individual households, and what 
inclusion in this idea means.”

20
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Six different paths to 
one brighter future
 

Catching up with the inaugural
Carter Roger Williams Scholars 
By Ricky Bogert, grant programs officer

Four years ago, we sent six high school seniors off to college, each with the help of $100,000 in 
scholarships. The four-year, renewable scholarships are through the Roger Williams Initiative which 
was conceived of and funded by philanthropists Letitia and the late John Carter.

We asked them to reflect on their college experiences and the impact the Carter Roger Williams 
Scholarship has had on them and their educations. What follows is in their own words. 

Kelsey Dellinger
Kelsey is a graduate of North Kingstown High 
School and will graduate in December from Rhode 
Island College with a degree in nursing.

Q: How important was this scholarship and what 
has it enabled you to do?

A: This scholarship was so extremely important 
to me. For as long as I can remember, my parents 
always pushed me to work hard both in school and 
at my part-time jobs to hopefully pave my way to 
a college degree. Finances were always a major 
talking point when my higher education plans were 
discussed since our family was in no position to 
be able to pay the enormous tuition costs at some 
universities. By receiving this scholarship, a huge 
burden was lifted off of our shoulders, allowing me 
to fully invest in my future and apply myself to my 
academics without having to worry about the debt 
that could follow me for the rest of my life. It has 
enabled me to find myself and find my future career 
as a registered nurse. 

Q: What are your plans after graduating?

A: After I graduate, my plans are to hopefully 
be hired into an ICU position. Critical care has 
always been a passion of mine, especially during 
this pandemic where ICU beds were a major 
source of concern. Being able to think critically 
and holistically about such an acutely-ill patient is 
something I strive to be able to do and would love 
to follow my passion right out of the gate. 

Fatou Dieng
Fatou is a graduate of Woonsocket High School 
and Smith College where she earned a degree  
in neuroscience.

Q: How important was this scholarship and what 
has it enabled you to do?

A: Being low-income, this scholarship was very 
significant to my undergraduate career. It has 
created an opportunity for me to complete an 
undergraduate degree without the additional stress 
of loans. This is extremely important to me as I 
have plans to obtain a medical degree. I am beyond 
grateful that this scholarship helped me obtain a 
BA in neuroscience debt-free.

Q: The scholarship was intended for students to 
“think big” about their future, and focus on the 
important/empowering role of education. What 
does this mean to you?

Thinking about my future means prioritizing my 
education and staying motivated in order for me 
to become a physician one day. Education is a 
powerful tool and is strongly emphasized in my 
family. The empowering role of education is an 
ideology that I hope to pass down to my children 
one day and to members of my community. 

22
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Taleen Donoyan
Taleen is a graduate of Cranston High School West 
and the University of Rhode Island where she earned  
a degree in nursing.

Q: How important was this scholarship and what has 
it enabled you to do?

 A: The Carter Roger Williams Scholarship has 
completely changed my college experience and my 
ability to do my best academically and focus on my 
studies, without having to angst over the financial 
burden of a large portion of college tuition. The 
scholarship has allowed me to pursue my dreams 
and create new goals of higher education in nursing, 
such as master's and doctorate degrees, and allowed 
me to gain experience in the workforce through 
internships vital to my nursing education that I may not 
have had the opportunity to complete if I was focused 
on financial aspects of my education. 

Q: If first generation, how important is it for you and 
your family being a first-generation graduate.

A: As a first generation Armenian-American and first 
generation college graduate, my family has been hugely 
supportive throughout my college education and has 
always encouraged me to excel in both my education 
and clinical aspects. While they may not have had 
the means and privilege to attend higher education 
institutions and graduate university, they have always 
placed a great importance on education and always 
improving on themselves, constantly learning. The 
scholarship has also given them peace of mind in that 
they were able to send not only myself to the University 
of Rhode Island, but my older brother as well.

Diana Iglesias
Diana is a graduate of Central High School and 
Providence College where she earned a degree in 
finance and management.

Q: How important was this scholarship and what has 
it enabled you to do?

A: This scholarship was significantly important to me, 
as it helped me transition from high school to college. I 
was able to grow mentally, physically, and academically. 
This scholarship gave me the ability to reside on 
campus to be more involved in extracurriculars and 
also connect easier with students and faculty. It also 
gave me the opportunity to study abroad (in Barcelona, 
Spain), something that I had not believed was possible 
due to financial reasons. This is an experience I will 
never forget, and despite my trip being cut short in 
the 2020 spring semester, I was still able to explore 
Spain while also obtaining an internship abroad. I am 
forever grateful for the abundance of opportunities this 
scholarship was able to provide for me. 

Q: What would you say to yourself four years ago as 
you were graduating high school?

A: What I would say to myself four years ago as I was 
graduating high school was to disregard any negative 
comments about yourself as a person. You will do 
great no matter what school you go to, whether it’s 
a community college, or a four-year university. The 
only thing that matters is the work you put into your 
studies and the outcome that will come from it. Do 
not think that you are not good enough, because you 
are. You were given this opportunity for a reason, and 
the college saw something in you. Go give it your all 
and go break those stereotypes. Go make your family 
proud. This is your time to shine.

Ngan “Kim” Le
Kim is a graduate of Mount St. Charles Academy and 
Columbia University, the latter where she earned a 
degree in finance.

Q: How important was this scholarship and what has 
it enabled you to do?

The Rhode Island Foundation's generous scholarship 
was extremely important to my college education. It 
removed practically every financial barrier I had and 
actually enabled me to choose the school that I wanted 
most. Thanks to the yearly grants, I was able to  
attend my first choice university and receive a 
memorable education.

Q: How, if at all, different do you think your college 
experience and current plans would be if you did not 
receive the award?

Very different. If it weren't for the award, I honestly 
think I would've been at a different university. Or if I 
had decided on attending Columbia anyway, my living 
and working experience in NYC would definitely be 
fraught with more anxiety over work-life balance. I 
would've had to dedicate more time and energy toward 
an income generating part-time job and less time on 
academic and personal affairs. I'm sure my college 
experience would've been more stressful and less 
fulfilling with the added financial burden.

Night Jean Muhingabo
Night Jean is a graduate of Central High School and 
is working toward completing his degree in public 
administration at Rhode Island College. 

Q: How important was this scholarship and what has 
it enabled you to do?

The Roger Williams scholarship meant a lot to me. As 
a result of 1994 Rwandan genocide, my family fled 
to Congo and found safety in a refugee camp called 
Kintele for 15 years. In 2015, my family was given 
status to come to the United States as refugees when 
the government threatened to kill refugees in the camp. 
When we came to the US, I was faced with a number 
of challenges, such as the difficulty in finding a home, 
adjusting to American culture, learning English as a 
fifth language, succeeding in school…One day in the 
college resources room at Central High, I learned 
about the (Carter) Roger Williams scholarship that was 
open so I applied right away...It allowed me to think 
bigger and (gave me) the confidence and support I need 
to pursue higher education. 

Q: What would you like to share with the  
Carter family?

I want to say thank you so much for everything. I am 
grateful and thankful. As a refugee, I never thought that 
this would be even possible. Thank you for believing in 
me. I remember when I was stressed out about how to 
pay for college; I wanted to get a job after high school 
and stop my education. After I received the scholarship, 
I got hope and a future for myself.
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How can you 
identify a leader?
A donor’s unexpected journey  
to civic leadership 

By Pam Tesler Howitt, senior philanthropic advisor

A          title or a position does not make someone  
  a leader. True community leaders can be 

found in unexpected places, but they all share the 
qualities of courage and commitment to changing 
the conditions of their own lives and the lives of 
others. Civic leaders see themselves as threads in a 
larger social fabric and acknowledge that they have 
some personal responsibility for even the biggest 
social problems. Wakefield resident Paul Follett, 
a Rhode Island Foundation donor and active 
supporter of our Civic Leadership Fund, is one of 
these people. 

The Foundation’s civic leadership work allows us 
to see a need—a disconnect between systems or 
sectors, or a leadership void—and quickly jump in 
to offer resources and solutions, connect dots, and 
use our voice to benefit the community. Supported 
by 172 generous donors like Paul in 2020, we 
work with partners in the business and nonprofit 
communities, as well as numerous public officials, 
to have a real impact on issues that are critical to 
the economic competitiveness and civic health of 
Rhode Island.

As Paul sees it, the focus on civic leadership 
has allowed the Foundation to identify 
opportunities to participate and make a difference, 
be it with grassroots organizations or its 
responsiveness to needs during the pandemic. 

“While the Government guarantees equal rights 
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, it 
in no way assures an equal and fair shot at the 
achievement of it.”

Asked his definition of civic leadership, Paul 
responded, “A true interest in helping to improve 
the lives of all members of a community.  
People driven by greed, ego, and or ideology  
need not apply.”

Paul was born and raised in Rhode Island, first 
Pawtucket and then Cranston. After graduating 
Cranston High School (now Cranston East) in 
1958, where he claims he was an undistinguished 
scholar, he served in the Army. After his discharge, 
he married his high school sweetheart. The 
couple had three children, all born during the 
four years Paul attended URI— studying electrical 

engineering while working as a boat carpenter. 
Paul, a 4th generation URI alumnus, was reared 
in a family with a deeply embedded work ethic. 

“A many generation ‘pass down’ one of many 
birthright advantages that I took for granted,” said 
Paul. “The concept that everyone could succeed by 
working hard was part of it—a concept that, with 
my life experience, I recognize is flawed.”

Prior to Paul’s attending the Rhode Island 
Foundation’s 2012 Make It Happen event, he 
admittedly had held a rather dim view of nonprofits 
in general: “privileged, precious donors and leaders 
more interested in planning their next social 
fundraising event than defining and supporting the 
mission.” Paul calls Make It Happen a “good kick 
in the pants”, and he has been engaged with the 
Foundation ever since. “I think it’s time to level the 
playing field of life.”
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Mother and daughter 
team up to provide 
estate planning 
guidance and more
By Aaron Guckian, development officer

2828

The legal profession, according to Gayle 
Tarzwell, “is in our DNA.” Tarzwell & Trubiano 

Law, LLC, is a small, family firm located in 
Wakefield. It includes Gayle, her daughter Amanda, 
and Amanda’s husband, Antonio Trubiano. Gayle’s 
husband, Tom, recently retired from the firm.

Gayle explains, “My dad (the late Honorable 
Domenic A. DiSandro, Jr.) was a lawyer in 
Narragansett for more than 40 years. He and my 
mom modeled for me being able to balance work 
with family.” 

Gayle earned her undergraduate degree from the 
University of Rhode Island, a masters in taxation 
from Bryant University, and her J.D. from the 
University of Richmond. In addition to private 
practice, Gayle has taught business law at the 
University of Rhode Island and served as a probate 
judge at the North Kingstown Probate Court.

She shares that the work-family balance she 
learned from her parents included taking Amanda 
and her sister Allison to work with her throughout 
their childhoods. Despite being raised in an 
apartment above her father’s office, Amanda notes, 

“I never wanted to be a lawyer.” Her early interests 
ranged from ballet to environmental issues. But 
after working with a farming organization in 
Guatemala, she pursued her law degree at New 
England School of Law, having earlier earned a 
bachelor’s degree from Goucher College. With an 
early interest in international law, Amanda spent 
a semester as a law clerk at the International 
Criminal Court in The Hague, Netherlands. She 
then returned to the States where she says, “I 
started to embrace a more traditional avenue of 
law.” She joined her mother’s firm in 2011. 

29

Gayle has concentrated her 45-plus year practice on 
estate planning. “People today are more attuned to 
charitable giving, but you have to approach it gently 
and mindfully,” she acknowledges, with Amanda 
noting, “The idea of being charitable and giving back 
is something many of us learn through our parents 
demonstrating it.”

Amanda also works extensively with clients on estate 
planning, noting, “It’s like a puzzle to put together. 
I listen for certain key things ... whether they have 
children, their charitable interests, how their assets 
are held.”

Gayle, Amanda, and Antonio also concentrate in 
special needs law, an area all three have a personal 
interest in as Amanda’s 35-year-old sister has Down 
syndrome. “Amanda and Antonio have developed a 
great special needs practice,” her mother says proudly. 

“Amanda can empathize with clients, provide a sibling’s 
perspective, and serve as a resource for families.” 

In their estate planning work, Gayle remarks, “We’re 
glad to have the Foundation as a resource. The 
Foundation provides a personal touch and local 
presence that the commercial firms do not have.”

“People want to have a face, a name, a number to call. 
And the Foundation has a good reputation. People 
know of the Foundation, but don’t necessarily know 
how it fits with their goals,” Amanda explains. “In 
those cases, we can serve as the conduit between our 
clients and the Foundation.”

“We’re thrilled when the connection works,”  
Gayle concludes.



Celebrating Juneteenth

This year in Rhode Island, Juneteenth celebrations were 
happening all across the state, including one sponsored by 
the Rhode Island Slave History Medallion project at Linden 
Place in Bristol, to remember the enslaved, honoring their 
lives and their contributions to our state.

David Cunningham, representing the 1st Rhode Island 
Regiment, is one symbol of those contributions. When 
Rhode Island was unable to meet troop quotas during the 
Revolutionary War, slaves and Native Americans were 
enlisted to serve in the unit in exchange for their freedom 
once the war ended.

Executive Director of the Rhode Island Slave History 
Medallion project Charles Roberts has been installing 
medallions at sites around the state that are connected to 
the transatlantic slave trade. The Rhode Island Foundation 
has proudly supported the project through its Black 
Philanthropy Bannister Fund. Roberts’ goal is to educate 
and to raise awareness about Rhode Island’s involvement 
in the business of slavery in the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries. “We want to mark these sites so people can 
know our true history, one that has been hidden from the 
public for too long.”

For more information and a map marking other medallion 
sites, go to rishm.org.
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Lead. We have earned the trust of our donors, 
community leaders, and Rhode Islanders through  
over a century of effective investments, strategic 
grants, and responsible decisions. 

Transform. We align our fundraising, grantmaking, 
and leadership to inspire and engage Rhode Islanders 
to address today’s challenges and create lasting 
improvements in our community. 
 
Inspire. We challenge and encourage Rhode Islanders 
to become active and involved in the community, to 
form meaningful partnerships, and to work together 
for the good of Rhode Island.
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